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WINTER 2010 NEWS LETTER

NOTICES

Two Monthly Association Luncheon

The 2010 lunch schedule is as follows:

11 June 2009 — Sydney — Hornsby RSL

13 August 2010 — Sydney Junction — NO¥Bssociation AGM
8 October 2010 — Sydney Junction

9 December 2010 — Sydney Junction — Christmash.unc

June Lunch

The No 76 Squadron Association have volunteerexdtganize, and manage the No 77
Squadron Association June 2010 Lunch. The lunchbeiheld at the Hornsby RSL Club which
is adjacent to the Hornsby railway station Wesg sid

It is suggested that people attending the 11 [luredh from Newcastle catch the train leaving
Newcastle Station at 0933, Broadmeadow Stati@938, and Cardiff at 0940 to arrive at
Hornsby at 1158NB: info extracted from the City Rail Timetable effige 11 October 2009).

Arrangements as follows:

Drinks from the bar from 1130

Sit down at 1230

Table service — bread on table — choice of a selecf 6 dishes ($20) or self service
from an extended menu

Coffee and tea



People wishing to attend the Hornsby lunch aredskgive Graeme Holm a ring on 02-
99831159 or e-mail graemeholm@optusnet.com.au by T@sday 8 June 2010. NOTE
there is a limit of forty (40) people. Accordingfrst in best dressed.

2011 National WRAAF Reunion

The following has been received from Rosemary Cale®ecretary of the Women’s Royal
Australian Air Force Branch RAAF Association Qudansd Division. The WRAAF Branch
Queensland is hosting the 2011 National WRAAF Reumo be held in Brisbane 28, 29 and 30
January 2011 at the Mercure Hotel, North Quay,Bme. The reunion will celebrate thd"60
Anniversary of the formation of the WRAAF in 1951,

All ex WRAAF who served between 1951 and 1997 avéed to attend the reunion. In
addition, ex RAAF servicewomen and serving RAAFR/gmwomen are also invited to attend.
Registration forms are now available.

More information is atvww.wraaf.org.auor phone Rosemary on 07 38794889 or e-mail
info@wraaf.org.au

Information Request

We have been contacted by Mr Barry Ribbons whddeas trying to locate an old friend of his
Mother and Father — Sydney Dalton. Sydney Daltos araLAC and served in the Squadron in
Korea around November 1950 to April 1951. The #aktress they have on him is in Thornbury
in Victoria.

If anybody has an information on his whereaboutaigt contact Mr Ribbons on 02 —
97563345.

World War 2 Reunion Williamtown

The 76 Squadron Association has organised a rewti@filliamtown for World War Two
members of their association. They have very kiralgnded an invitation to World War Two
members of the 77 Squadron Association to join tiHdawever, it is essential that people
intending to attend the reunion contact Graeme HoiriVednesday 12 May 2010 on 02
99831159 orgraemeholm@optusnet.com.au

The reunion will be held from Friday 21 May to Sag®3 May as follows.

Friday 21st May (Veterans only):
1: Transport to Base.
RAAF will provide a bus to meet:
Aeropelican Flight 5011 arriving Williamtown 12.40P
Newcastle Station to meet train departing Centtal 3AM arriving Newcastle
12.58PM
Fighter World approx. 1PM (for those arriving by mowansport)

2: Register for on-base passes in Officers Mess

3: Move into accommodation - Officers Mess.
(NB: Any spare rooms will be offered to 77 SquadAssociation WW2 veterans)



Saturday 22" May:
1: 8.30AM Breakfast

2: 10AM: Association members other than WW2 Vetsnaret at Fighter World and
taken to officer's Mess for registration.

3: 10.15AM (approx): All Participants picked upQificer's mess
4:10.30 to 3 PM: Squadron programme (Including B& Lunch)
5: 5.30PM: Dinner Officer's mess.

Sunday 2% May
1: 8.30AM Breakfast.

2: 10.30AM: Veterans picked up Officer's Mess
3: Fighter World Tour (Including Lunch)

4:1.30PM: RAAF bus departs for airport/station &cth Aeropelican Flight at 2.45PM
train to Sydney at 3.32PM.

Costs are estimated not to exceed $40/night/rosradcommodation and $25 for breakfasts
and dinners. Lunch on Saturday will be as guestéoof6 Squadron.

Veterans will be accommodated togetinh their carers in one room(for those gentlemen
who have grandiose ideas of bunking with a youndjla blond — forget it) and have meals in
the officer’'s mess.

Any queries please contact Graeme Holm 02 9983 bi§8aemeholm@optusnet.com.au

ASSOCIATION MATTERS

Annual General Meeting

In accordance with Article 25 (1) of the 77 SquadAssociation Inc Constitution and Rules
notice is hereby given that the Annual General Megedf the 77 Squadron Association Inc will
be held in the Beer Garden of the Sydney Junctiotelrdn Friday 13 August 2010 starting at
1100 hrs. The order of business will be as follows:

(a) confirm the minutes of the annual general mgdteld on 14 August 2009,
(b) business arising,

(c) receive annual reports,

(d) elect office bearers for 2010/2011,

(e) review the amount of the annual subscriptiaid oy members,

(f) general business.

ANZAC Day Sydney
The vice President Taccy Seaver looked after aenraegts for this year's ANZAC March in
Sydney. Taccy reports as follows:




WEATHER: Cool and showery, this didn't have much of anatfée the March but caused the
banner and the serving members to not be in plaskust before 1100. As a result veterans
were scattered about until the banner was raidead krouble finding where the troops were as
they were sheltering well away from the assembintpo

TIMING : We were all in place ready to go about 1100 ldihdt move a step until 1145. Many
of the older blokes were having problems as trer®iwhere to sit and rest the legs.

SPACING We were instructed by a marshal in Pitt St tselap to 6 paces behind 76 Sqdn.
We should have been more paced out to give timediarmentary.

LUNCH: This was quite satisfactory, not overcrowded, #redquantity and quality of food and
grog OK. Possibly a bit overpriced but this noealiissue on a day like Anzac Day.

Is it possible to change the order of march? TheAis the problem.

Membership | am pleased to report that the following pedmee joined our ranks since the
publication if the Autumn 2010 Newsletter:

Serving Members- Cpl McDonald, Cpl Stout, Cpl Watt, Sgt Sturnmglying Officer
Liddy-Puccini, AC Ellis, AC Martin , LAC Jackson

Ex Serving MembersWing Commander (Retd) Jim Kichenside and Fligbutenant
(Retd) Murray Raynes.

Welcome aboard one and all.
Numbers

In addition to our Patron, Air Chief Marshal SirWliee McNamara KBE, AO, AFC, AE our
membership currently stands at:

Ordinary Members — 138
Serving Members - 105
Life Members - 5
Honorary Members — 8
Affiliate Organizations - 2
Associate Members - 3

Membership Subscriptions

Our financial year starts on 1 July 2010. Thus,(2PQ11 membership subscriptions are due on
that date.

A not so gentle reminder about the 2009/2010 syfigam. There are 31 people dragging the
chain. If you are not sure where you stand pleas®il the Secretary/Treasure Lesley Gent on
kresilas@bigpond.net.atApparently despite our efforts contacting pedast year there are

still a number who have not coughed up for over years. This does nothing for their
reputation or standing in the association.




Electronic transfer of Funds from Member to DefGred

Although we have had problems with electronic tfani the past to assist members pay the
annual subscription Secretary Lesley has arrangedegtronic funds transfer arrangement as
follows:

ACCOUNT NUMBER: 20514780
ACCOUNT NAME: 77 SQUADRON ASSOCIATION (98674)
BSB: 803205
BRANCH: CRU PO 14537, Melbourne
DESCRIPTION OF TRANSFER: Members Name

Representational

Vice President Taccy Seaver represented the aisocgéd a commemorative service held in
Martin Place Sydney on 31 March 2010 to mark thi& @hniversary of the formation of the
Royal Australian Air Force. Taccy laid a wreathlmhalf of the association. The service was
followed by luncheon in Parliament House.

Passing Parade

A chapter of Royal Australian Air Force (RAAF) WdiWar Two history closed on 6 March 2010 with
he passing of Flight Lieutenant Wilfred Arthur GO®@FC. Although not a member of the No 77
Squadron Association Wilf Goold was a distinguiskiéd/2 fighter pilot. Apart from winning a
Distinguished Flying Cross (DFC) he was an ackndgéel Fighter Ace achieving this feat of arms
operating against Japanese forces in Burma.

Wilf enlisted in the RAAF on 9 December 1940. Irried as a pilot graduating as a Sergeant on 30
May 1941. After gaining his Wings Wilf was postedthe UK where he joined 607 County of Duram
Squadron, on 17 December 1941, flying Hurricanes.

Following the fall of Singapore 607 Squadron waglaolged to India. Wilf disembarked in Bombay on
21 May 1942. On 27 May he was commissioned asca ®fficer. Towards the end of 1943 607
Squadron was re-equipped with Spitfires.

Wilf now had increased fire power at his disposal.a result, on 20 January 1944 he was credited wit
a probable and one damaged enemy aircraft. On RLi&e he was credited with a Japanese Oscar
fighter damaged. On 14 May he got his first conéichvictory when he closed astern of a Japanese
fighter, which burst into flames when he openeé. fithe Japanese pilot took to the silk.

A week later leading a gaggle of Spitfires he emtered a force of forty Japanese fighters. Wilf
attacked without a moment’s hesitation destroying and damaging two others.

By the end of 1944 he had shot down a further thneeaft, got one probable, and damaged another
two — all fighters.

He was repatriated home on 15 June 1945 and dgethan 14 September 1945. His official tally was
five destroyed, one probable, and five damag&d— quite a man.



Gavin (Blue) Collins

Blue’s daughter advised Secretary Lesley that leplagsed away on 1 May 2010. We have no
other details. Although he was not a member offth&quadron Association Blue Collins was
well known to many people in the association.

In 1951/52 he trained as a pilot on 8 FTS Courdk thie following people: John Seaton, Bob
Mclintosh, Peter Coy, Nugget Hibben and yours tfak/a Trainee Sig). He did a tour on
Meteors in 53/54 to rub shoulders with many othembers of the association, notably: Air
Marshal Jake Newham, Taccy Seaver, AVM Bill ColindVM John Price (RAF), Air Chief
Marshal Sir Neville McNamara, Marshal of the Rog#l Force Sir Keith Williamson,
Squadron Leader Don Smith (RAF) and Squadron LelagleiSchwaiger (RAF).

Sick Parade

The only one on the “Sick List” is Nugget Hibberugdget is residing in a Nursing Home at
Gerringong. Geoff Peterkin sent a copy of an e-thait had been distributed by the No 9
Squadron Association. It will be of interest tovaho knew, or flew, with Nugget.

“For all 9 Sqn members.

Our CO is in good spirits and also doing well phgdly. As | had not seen the Boss
since the Tamworth reunion, it was great to cagclagain. | brought him up to date on
the whereabouts of some of his brood. Lots of Isuaid a few tears Nugget is the same
as we would all remember him.

We are all 40 years older since Vietham and thesBoaow 83 years young. He tells me
he will be around for a "Bloody” lot longer. He hasvonderful wife and family who

help him through the tough times. He will be leadine ANZAC Day parade in
Gerringong.

77 Squadron Association Archives

Secretary Treasurer Lesley has asked me to inclotiee that we are formalizing our archives
and would welcome photographs of members of 77 @quapreferably ones taken on
enlistment) and a little bio about their service.

At the moment she is concentrating on WW2 and Kokéeterans and has some very good
input from ex servicemen and their families. Nbyehe families of the late Donald Crane and
Gavin Collins, Association members Dinny O'Brieakd Newham, and Basil Clark. Margaret
Picard has also been most generous in her supipibe project.

77 SQUADRON GALLERY PROJECT

| am pleased to report that at long last thingsstading to move at Fighter World. However, it
is a bit early to embark on serious fund raising.aA31 March 2010 there is $2413.74 in the
Gallery Trust Account.

Donations over period - $100
Bequests over period - Nil
Sponsorship money to hand over period - Nil



Lunch overs: 9 April - $31.30
Donors

Since Publication of the Autumn 2010 NewslettdRay Brooker.

Before Publication of the Autumn 2010 Newslettedim and Betty Halliday, Alwyn
Quoy, Alan Wylie, John Knight, John Parker, Bruc#t€r, John Price, Dinny O’Brien,
John Seaton, Jim Flemming, Owen Worth, Martin Kéyem) Kenny, Doug Hurst, Don
Smith, John Pyman, Butch Foley, D. Halloran, Johesierfield, Victor Goesch, Ray
Seaver, Dennis Stenhouse, Ron Gutherie, Mrs Ddl, Rikiff Viertel, Fred Barnes,
George Hale, Dick Cresswell, Terry Body, Rowenastat K. McGuirk, R.V.
Richardson, R. L. Andrew, K. Meggs, Mrs Merdér]. Joyce, D. Kenny, L. Reading,
D. Foley, Mrs Del Rich, T.O. Amstrong, R. BrookBr,Cotter, R. Wilson and Jim
Halliday.

INTERNET

77 Association (RAAF) - No77.squadronassociatian.o

77 Association (RAF) - homepage.ntlworld.com/r_mragey/77Squadron Association.htm
Military Associations Web Page — military.asso@asonline.info

RAAF cloth badges www.lukus.com.au

RAAF Apprentice Intakes - www.allappys.com

Fighter Squadrons Branch RAAFA — new e-mail addregsb@nelsonbay.com

KOREAN VETERAN MATTERS

The Parliamentary Secretary for Defence SuppcetHbn. Dr Mike Kelly AM MP, has
announced that Her Majesty the Queen has appreedfficial regulations and design for the
award of the Australian General Service Medal fordéa.

The Australian General Service Medal for Korebasg struck to recognise former Defence
Force personnel who completed 30 days participatirggperations in South Korea. This
includes any location within 161 kilometres seawfandh the coast of South Korea during the
post-armistice period from 28 July 1953 to 19 Ap8b6.

Former Defence Force personnel who served in S6otea during the post-armistice period
are encouraged to submit their application to tlewing address:

Directorate of Honours and Awards
Department of Defence

PO Box 7952

CANBERRA BC ACT 2610

American Air Medals

Following received from Air Marshal Newham AC: “Thesponsible staff officer tells me that
the project is underway still; very soon the fidata will be forwarded and Pentagon will take
action to enlist a Congressman, required by USftavids more than three years after the
event, to sponsor the request.

Essentially the cause has not been abandonethet'sut-of-time factor that has turned it into a
ponderous project”.



Revisit Arrangements

The following appeared in the Australian CounciKafrean Veterans (ACKVA) April
Newsletter:

“Notwithstanding the sound service provided by J8mmons on behalf of the KVA Seoul’'s
Australian Chapter in making arrangements for \ateand partners/careers to revisit Korea it
Is the ACKVA position that the responsibility fdre administration of the Australian
participation in Revisit contingents should lie lwihe Australian Korean War veteran
community and not with a coordinating agent of K\@eoul. It is for the Australian Korean
War veteran community to determine the compositibtihe contingent, taking into
consideration the criteria applied by Korean autles and to select the leader. Only the
Australian Korean War veteran community can makasitens based on such factors as age,
volunteer service to the community, likelihood eiry available for a later year revisit etc.
These criteria are only examples and should baldddy the Australian Korean War veteran
community.

Also it should be for the Australian Korean Wararan community to decide on the use to be
made of the group travel free travel dependingh@ntumbers in the group. In Canada the
benefit of the free travel is shared amongst alléling members. Another thought is that

where there is sound evidence that a veteran caraved because of his or her financial
situation the free travel available through theugrtravel concession could be made available to
that veteran. These are matters which should tegrdmed by the Australian Korean War
veteran community.

For too long access to the Revisit Program wasicesd to a privileged group and there were
many abuses. ACKVA has sought to remove theseealarsd restricted access.

Other Commonwealth countries and the USA woulddesgsion-making on the composition of
contingents as an intrusion that was not in therests of their veterans. | have no problem with
John Simmons helping Steve Kim with his responisiés but there is a clear distinction
between KVA Seoul’s responsibilities and the AugiraKorean War veterans’ leaderships’
responsibilities to its membership - with best weishlan Crawford”

Dedication of the New Korean War Memorial Plagu@aint Cook

The dedication of the new Korean War Memorial peagtiPoint Cook, referred to in the
Autumn Newsletter, will take place on 13 Octobet@0Plans are well advanced including
efforts to obtain accommodation in the Officers BlasLaverton. When firm details are known
information will be posted on our web site and rifisited by means of an “Information Brief'.

331 SQUADRON AUSTRALIAN AIR FORCE CADETS (AAFC)

In an e-mail, dated 20 April 2010, Flying Officepites reported that not a lot is happening with
on the Mirage Tail Fin.

However, during the holidays 9 cadets traveled MAS$ Albatross for an Aeromodelling
Course and had a great time. She attended th@#ti@nal Shooting Centre at Cecil Park as
3WG Rifle Coach with a team of her cadets. One ©ads placed 2nd individually (only 6
points behind 1st place) and the team came 2ng (dhpoints behind 7WG). Well done 331
Squadron.



OUR RAF COUSINS

Nickel Leaflet No 45 dated March 2010 arrived “Dolnder” on 17 March 2010.
The following appeared under the heading:

HOW TO CALL THE POLICE WHEN YOU ARE OLD AND DON'T NDVE FAST
ANYMORE.

George Phillips of Meridian, Mississippi, was gotogoed when his wife told him that he had
left the light on in the garden shed. She saidshatcould see the light from the bedroom
window.

George went downstairs, opened the back door to e shed when he saw that there were
people in the shed and that they were stealingrioigerty.

He phoned the Police and the Controller askedh&se anyone in your house"? George replied
"No" and the Controller said, "Ok but all our pd¢rare busy right now so, lock your door and
an Officer will be along when available'

George hung up, counted to 30 and then phoneddieRgain.

"Hello, | called you just a few seconds ago becdlisee were people in my shed, Well you
don't have to worry about them now cos | haveghst them all”

Within five minutes, with a loud screeching of brak three Police cars, an Armed Response
Unit and an Ambulance showed up at the Phillipglesgce and caught the burglars red-handed.

One of the Cops said to George, "l thought you g&tlyou had shot them”
George replied, "Il THOUGHT YOU SAID THAT THERE WASOBODY AVAILABLE”

A Thank You from Secretary Lesley

Lesley has been in touch with Rachel Semlyen, $&gref 77 Squadron Association RAF,
concerning Australian airmen killed while servinglw77 RAF as the AWM listing is incorrect.
Through the efforts of Bill Foote, Chairman, whaoote out all the casualties and Rachel’s
information we now have a clearer picture of Augfa involvement with the Squadron. The
church at St Mary le Bow, London, holds a flag vhig the only official memorial to

Australian airmen during WW2. Rachel and Bill'siasance is very much appreciated. Lesley
is hoping to have the AWM correct their on lineamhation.
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SQUADRON HISTORY

The following extracts from the squadron’s histagcord were taken from “Swift to Destroy”
compiled by Wayne Brown, Andrew Cork, Colin Foggula&dited by Annette Donselaar, B.A.
in 1986.

60 Years Ago (May, June, July 1950)

Over the period the squadron operated Mustangadiiftom Iwakuni in Japan. The
Commanding Officer was Wing Commander L.T. SpdDEE.

In May an order was received to disassemble the &ad wind down operations in anticipation
of a move home. At that time the squadron had beé&apan for eight years.

The last sortie of the occupation was flown on @3eJ1950. However, squadron personnel
would have to wait another four years before rehgmo Australia as the clouds of war were
beginning to gather across the Sea of Japan.

On the morning of 25 June 1950 a phone call wasived in the Sergeants Mess from the
Operations Officer, United State¥ Bir Force informing the squadron that the Northréan
Peoples Army had launched attacks at several paloig) the border with South Korea. It is
understood that at the time a monster farewellypaas in progress Ed: not in the Sergeants
Mess surely?

Two days later the UN Security Council met and dedithat the North Korean action
constituted a breach of the peace and called onb@ehlm&tions to assist. The Australian
Government advised 77 Squadron on the last dayra that it was to assist iff@olicing
operation” in Korea under the command of the US/r force.

As a result of this decision No 77 Squadron haslisinction of being the first Commonwealth
unit to take part in what was to become the “Koréd&ar”. On 2 July 1950 the first mission of
the war was to provide top cover for USAF Transindraft evacuating wounded back to
Japan. Later in the day the third mission of the iwaescribed by Air Vice Marshal J.
Flemming DFC as follows:

“On the 2nd July 1950 six 77 Sqn Mustangs escarieel B29's from Guam on a
bombing raid on the airfield of Yongpo, HamhungNarth Korea.

The pilots were Bradford, Flemming, Noble, Turrtéarvey and Garroway. We met the
B29's over the Sushima Straits and flew escorttfemext five and a half hours before
returning to lwakuni. The B29'’s recovered at Okiaavefore returning to Guam”.

Of note is the fact that this was the first UN raicer North Korea.

The first ground attach mission was flown on 3 duhen Wing Commander Spence led eight
Mustangs to attack targets on the road betweerakleand Summon. Two railway
locomotives, one truck and six vehicles were dgstloA bridge was also strafed and damaged.

Regarding the provision of offensive support tohled pressed UN Army the following is an
extract from the book "With the Australians in Katdy Norman Bartlett (Australian War
Memorial, Canberra 1954). Referring to 77 Squadiaistangs supporting the repeated all-out
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air offensives which stopped the North Korean btlealkigh General Walker stated on the 13
July 1950:

"If it had not been for the air support we received
we would not have been able to stay in Korea".

NB: General Walker was the Commander of tfied8my which had been moved by General
Macarthur from Yokohama to Korea in the first femyd of the war to back up the"™Bivision
of the South Korean Army.

In 1950 No 77 Squadron's exceptional combat pedona became widely known and
appreciated. This is illustrated by the fact thab Rusk, the US Assistant Secretary of State,
informed the Australian Ambassador in Washingtbte fdion. Norman Makin) “that the State
Department was receiving day after day most excetleports ... of the work of the RAAF over
Korea'.'

Praise indeed from the highest level in the Ameriddministration. Further high level praise
came with the award of the REPUBLIC OF KOREA PRESNTIAL UNIT CITATION in
November 1951. The original of the citation is aspthy in the 77 Squadron Headquarters as a
living reminder to serving members of the squadrbtine tradition of courage and service in
adversity now in their keeping.

In this regard current serving members of No 77a8qon are afforded the honour of an
entitlement to wear the citation ribbon whilst etlegy remain on the posted strength of the
squadron.

The first casualty of the war occurred on 7 Julewlsquadron Leader G. Strout, flying A68-
757, failed to return from an attack on targetembortunity along the north coast of Korea. It is
assumed that he was shot down by ground fire.

During this early period of the war the squadrorraped from Iwakuni in Japan. This meant
that in order to attack targets in North Korearaifichad to stage through Taegu in South Korea.
The Mustangs would depart Japan in the morningglatallotted targets, and then land to refuel
and rearm at Taegu. They would then attack futrgets before returning to Japan.

In order to do this maintenance personnel wouldktimrough the night repairing battle damage
and preparing the aircraft for an early morningetefk The squadron Dakota would fly a
maintenance crew to Taegu for staging duties atdiréhem to Japan at the end of each flying
day.

During the first month of the war the squadron f2@6 combat sorties clocking up 1337 flying
hours for the loss of one aircraft and pilot.

At this time the war was going badly for the UNderon the ground as the Communist advance
continued unchecked. By the end of July the UN gdoiorce had been pushed back to an area
south of the Nakong River near the Town of Pusadegperate struggle to hold Pusan now
began.
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50 Years Ago (May, June, July 1960)

Over the period the squadron operated Avon Sakeceaétifrom RAAF Base Butterworth,
Malaya. The Commanding Officer was Wing Commandéf. Hubble DSO, AFC.

In early May Flying Officers Parer and Williams cbad the 1000 on the Sabre milestone.
During the month four aircraft and 32 ground creapldyed to Changi for a Mobility and Air
Defence Exercise which lasted for 5 days. They weren 2 hours notice to deploy. On arrival
the aircraft were armed with HE 30mm ammunition 8mewinder missiles and put on
“standby”. At the same time aircraft at Butterviowere also placed on “standby”.

In June the squadron took part in the second “Bgédperation directed at Communist
Terrorists in the Kuantan area. In all 28 aircogferating in two sections were involved. One
section from 3 Squadron and the second from 77 @qoaThe plan was for one section to
strike the target whilst the other section at hiedifected supersonic booms into the area to
cause the Terrorists to move and be interceptdadeground by a unit of Ghurkas. However,
due to a cock-up on the ground many terroristspestalthough three were captured.

On 22 July Flying Officers Worth and Bartrop wemngalved in a mid air collision at 42.000
feet. Both pilots ejected successfully which was,dn part, to the installation of a canopy
shattering devise only a few weeks before. Flyitfigc€r Bartrop was picked up almost
immediately. However, Flying Officer Worth was rsat fortunate although after a lengthy
search by British Army Auster aircraft, RAF Shadtéles and 2 Squadron Canberras his
parachute was located in dense jungle some tirae lat

Although he had been found the RAF SAR helicopteila not recover him due to the dense
jungle. A ground party was sent in but could ndttgehim before nightfall. Supplies were
dropped including beer and cigarettes. He spentitjte drinking with the animals. The next
day a team was lowered into the jungle to cleandihg zone closer to his position. This they
did and after another night in the jungle he wacessfully recovered.

40 Years Ago (May, June, July 1970)

The squadron operated Mirage aircraft from RAAFeéB@slliamtown. The CO was Wing
Commander W.H. Simmonds.

On 26 May 1970 the squadron took part in ADEX SIERfefending Williamtown against
attacks by 5 OTU Sabres and Canberra aircraft fkamberley.

In addition, during this period the Squadron usd€l 82 500Ib practice bombs at Evans Head
for the first time. There was an initial cock up@sated with incorrect sighting data supplied
by ARDU. However, once this problem was overconwesximproved markedly.

On 13 July the squadron commenced an air-to arfinng program (sport of Kings). After
overcoming some initial problems with the radardyamnsistent, results were achieved.
However, the program was interrupted for practieebing and straffing against a splash target
towed by HMAS Perth.

30 Years Ago (May, June, July 1980)

Over the period the squadron operated Mirage 11fotaét from RAAF Base Williamstown.
The CO was Wing Commander L. A. Naylor DFC.
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On 2 May 1980 six aircraft were involved in a CARkise with HMAS Hobart. On return to
Williamtown A3-58 piloted by Pilot Officer Butterwth experienced an undercarriage
malfunction. After several attempts to re-cycle tinelercarriage failed, and as he was critically
low on fuel, Pilot Officer Butterworth ejected.

On 2 June 1980 the squadron commenced an air ligeafiring program. The target was towed
by a Canberra from 2 Squadron. In addition, a nurabsorties were flown against a special
target towed by Mirage from ARDU.

July proved to be a very busy month. On 24 Julgit@aft deployed to Townsuville for a strike
program. During the first week strikes were flowrthe High Range Training area including 15
sorties in support of an Air Contact Officer CourBering the second week strikes with bounce
aircraft and escorts were carried out on Rattlesrnsland.

On 28 July four A4 Skyhawks arrived from RNZAF Okalkfor a ten day detachment. The
exercise, code named “Willoh Ill, was a joint sérigrogram on Saltash Range with squadron
Mirage aircraft and the RNZAF A4’s alternating beem bounce, escort and strike roles. In
addition, dissimilar tactics with the A4s were flownto early August when the New Zealand
detachment departed for home.

20 Years Ago (May, June, July 1990)

The squadron operated F/A-18 Hornets from RAAF B&gkamstown under the command of
WGCDR John Kindler, AFC and Wing Commander W. Mrdkon (From 09 July 1990).

Flight Lieutenant Victor Hare (current squadrondrign) has advised that the squadron does
not currently possess any historical records whaber the period May-July 1990.

10 Years Ago (May, June, July 2000)

The Squadron operated F/A-18 Hornets from RAAF B&adkamstown under the command of
WGCDR B. J. Edwards

May - Exercise Arnhem Thunder continued for the fivgd iveeks of May. The exercise started
with simple pairs strikes on the range, and culteidian 12 aircraft strike missions, with all
aircraft carrying HE. During the course of the rexe&e, 243,000 Ibs of HE was dropped onto the
range. After redeploying from Tindal, the Squadhal a week of no flying. During the last
week of May, the Squadron started a BFM prograraririgy this program, some pilots flew

BFM against Macchis from 76SQN.

June- The squadron focused on air to air basics tpgreefor the upcoming deployments to
Malaysia (EX Churinga) and Tindal (EX Pitch BlaclBFM and ACM missions including 2v2
ACT against NZ A4s were flown. Some 2v2 missiarguded work with EPM aircraft from
DSTO. Deployment to Kuantan, Malaysia via TowrsyiDarwin and Surabaya with some air-
to-air refuelling occurred at the end of the month.

July- On arrival in Kuantan, Malaysia, the Squadrodertook some familiarisation flights
over northern Malaysia and Butterworth, and soni@wsquadron work. During EX Churinga
the squadron was involved in defensive countewdlr MIG-29s from Kuantan against F/A-
18D, F3, A4, CR4 and Hawk aircraft. Operationimed air-to-air refuelling with British KC-
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10 and Australian B707 aircraft. The squadron olgd to Tindal via Surabaya towards the end
of the month and began work-up operations with 78&Qd VMFA 225SQN before beginning
EX Pitch Black. EX Pitch Black involved the defenaf Tindal and Delamere Air Weapons
Range against 3SQN and VMFA F/A-18A and Ds, Brittshand GR4s, F-111s, Singaporean
F-16c¢/Ds, 77SQN PC-9s simulating A10 Warthogs, \E8D, E2-C, VC-10 and B707 aircraft
supporting DCS and OCA operations.

Squadron Activities (Jan, Feb, Mar, Apr 2010)

The squadron operated F/A-18 Hornets from RAAF B&gkamstown under the command of
WGCDR Glen Beck.

January The squadron began an intensive work up programenprepare for its upcoming
deployment to the United States for EX Red Flagd20Rilots from both 3SQN and 75SQN
who would also participate in the exercise join@@&@N during this work up period. The
squadron focussed on over land strike operations.

February- The work up continued until the squadron degaRAAF Williamtown on 12
February. Eight F/A-18’s assisted by two Omeg&eam made the transit to Nellis AFB via
Pago Pago, Hickam AFB in Hawaii, and MCAS MiramaCialifornia. EX Red Flag 2010 took
place during the two weeks from 22 February to Gd¥! and provided the squadron pilots and
maintainers invaluable experience operating in #imational environment - see Special
Feature below.

March- Following completion of the exercise, all eigétg returned to RAAF Williamtown on
10 March after transiting via Hickam AFB and Pagg® with the assistance of the Omega
tankers. The squadron took a stand down periodgltine following week, before
commencing a BFM programme later in the month.

April - Still in its reduced operating tempo period postEed Flag, the squadron did another
week of BFM, followed by a week each of ACM, 2vXidadvX training.

SPECIAL FEATURE

The snow capped ranges in the Mojave Desert anditheof Las Vegas set a magnificent
backdrop as the war games began for Exercise Red FI
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The exercise involving more than 70 aircraft frome 1JS, UK and Australia was conducted
between 21 February and 5 March this year. Austrddas participated in Red Flag
approximately every two years since the 1980’saat @f a long-term tactical training program
to maintain combat skills and readiness levels.

This year 77 Squadron led the Australian contingdrit60 personnel and eight F/A-18 Hornet
aircraft to Nellis Air Force Base. At Nellis the R F/A-18 Hornets took their place alongside
F-22 Raptors, F-16 Falcons, F-15 Eagles, KC-13&t&ankers, A-10 Warthogs, F-18E Super
Hornets and a pair of B-1 Lancers.

Red Flag Deputy Director, Group Captain Gavin Tuthlsaid Australian participants showed
they were an effective part of a coalition teamiymRed Flag, which is the most advanced
international air combat training activity in thesd.

Red Flag provides our aircrew with the most reialiahd demanding tactical training available.
It is designed to not only test, but also teackraws through a rigorous program of day and
night missions against a number of ground threadsaalversary air.

To make things even more complex the ‘enemy’ usatistic SAM and radar systems to target
coalition aircraft. Missile launch was emulatedthg firing of smoky SAMs, which are foam
missiles that will not damage the aircraft if theg hit. They are very realistic from an aircrew
perspective. Flight data from an ACMI pod carriedeach aircraft transmitted aircraft speed,
height, manoeuvres and when weapon releases odcurre

This information was displayed in a 500-seat treedtrring each live mission and again during
the aircrew debrief. The system displayed sidead views of all aircraft, as well as cockpit
view to allow for an accurate assessment of eatilridual crew’s performance.

Commanding Officer, and Exercise Mission Commantié¢ing Commander Glen Beck, said
aircrew were pushed to their limits during Red Fldgefeating surface to air missile systems
while keeping aggressor squadron F16, F15 off @k can become quite complicated,” Wing
Commander Beck said.

Wing Commander Glen Beck, praised his personneltheir professionalism and ability to

work under pressure to ensure the exercise wagssfat. “The many lessons taken away from
this exercise will help shape our training anduefice the evolution of our networked Air
Force.

However, he said that the aircrew could not haveath¢he training objectives without the
superb effort from the maintenance and support $gdamolved. Even our allies were
commenting on our fantastic mission success résea kestament to the attitude and hard work
that was put in by everybody involved. It was atstanding team effort.”

This exercise also allowed us to hone a rangeith$ skith our closest allies in one of the
world’s best air combat training facilities. It hascome the key exercise in developing our
capability at the leading edge of air combat. W& gan't get that level of fully integrated and
high end realistic training with any other exercise

77 SQUADRON WAR MEMORIAL INTERVIEW SERIES

This is the second extract of the interview recdrdethe Australian War Memorial on 8 June
2001 with Squadron Leader Ron Guthrie (Retd). Ras & pilot with No 77 Squadron in Korea.
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He was shot down and became a prisoner of wahfeetyears. The interview was conducted
by Wing Commander Ken Llewelyn (RAAF Res).

In the first extract Ron spoke of his service baokgd and experience, his training, or lack
there of, and his posting as a Warrant Officer to™ Squadron in Korea.

In this extract Ron speaks about the circumstaatéss being shot down by MIG 15’s and his
capture by the North Koreans.

At the end of the first extract the interviewera&on:

W/C Llewelyn- Could we take you back now to that fateful ddaew you were shot down. What
were your feelings before you took off? Did yowéa premonition that something bad was about
to happen?

S/Ld Guthrie- Just another mission, | had fifteen missions tigey were all high-altitude, easy-to-
fly missions. | certainly didn't have the horrenslogut wrenching, stuff that they had later on
flying ground attack where they were going throtlgbk which was worse than the Second World
War, and with an empty ventral tank under younhilat could blow up if it's hit by small arms
and all that sort of stuff. | didn't have that worcuckily | only had the high-altitude work to do,
which | got to enjoy really, | liked the high-altie work.

Start of Extract No 2

W/C Llewelyn- But you had no sense that you might run intakile?

S/Ld Guthrie- No, before the sortie we were briefed by ouelligence officer and by our
Squadron Operations Officer. They weren't pildisytwere specialists in their field. The Intello
got information from plants on the enemy side, defes and others. But the information was
nowhere up to date enough. He told us 'If you get down, you are dead'. He said this because
back in the Mustang days we had a pilot lost niggar the front line, his name was Harrop. The
other pilots saw him belly-land his Mustang, getaut into the paddy fields, and run across ato
hut.

The other blokes in the section kept the enemy frack the hut, strafing and so forth. But they
eventually ran out of ammo and had to return te bA@sother flight came up but there was no
activity around the hut by the time they arrived.

Later, the ground was retaken, the hut included tl@y found Sergeant Harrop strapped to a chair
inside the hut with a bullet through the back &f lead. So they assumed from then on

that's the treatment you'd get. If you were cayghtwere dead. That was the intelligence
assessment.

Our operations were hampered by lack of informatiorthe aircraft that we were fighting. In fact
there was none. There had been no Mig defectbrsastage although they got a couple later. It
was welcome news when it came, you know, to uratedsthat the Mig wasn't all powerful and all
fire proof, that it had aerodynamic limitationsveall as the Meteor. However, it was just that much
better which made it difficult for us.

WI/C Llewelyn- Squadron Leader, if you can go through thatrtassion, up to the stage that you
were shot.
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S/Ld Guthrie- We flew up over the bomb line, tested our gansl levelled off at our assigned
altitudes of thirty-five and thirty thousand feaithough we probably cribbed a bit and went higher
for a bit of insurance.

We had set up our runs up MiG Alley. From then ou jiad to keep your head going because
there were blind spots in the Meteor between falock and eight o'clock. We flew in battle
formation which meant that each pilot in the forimabf eight aircraft was relying on somebody
else to look after his tail area.

I've known pilots in the Squadron to leave theitish if they were flying Number 4, Number 8 or
Number 16, to clear their own tail. Not that théynt trust the fellow whose job it was to look
after them, but he usually had his hands full amddrtainly wasn't going to be looking at
somebody else all the time. And so pilots woul@uicteeir own tail by weaving which was
frowned on because this was not keeping the castatibn position.

But anyway, we would fly our set altitude, formati@nd speed. Our speed, incidentally, was
always 0.84 which gave us maximum capability. Nibwou had to do anything on top of that, as
some of the pilots found out to their regret, thgtmminute they would be spinning. Spinning
because they had exceeded the capability of tlplaee, as simple as that.

Because | was at the back end of the formationtdicdy had to watch it because 0.84 was religion
to me, anything higher than that and | was in tioable. So | used to position my aircraft, as well
as using engine power, to keep up in turns.

On this particular mission | was doing just thatas sliding to the inside, underneath the Number
1 of the top four of the top eight. But for somasen | couldn't keep up. | was struggling to stay
underneath the Number 1 to keep to the insidesofuin, when all of a sudden | got ping-pong
balls flying around my wings.

The ping-pong balls were just white balls floatpast like as if they were just doing an extra fifty
knots to what | was doing. | have never workedittjast what speed they would have been going,
but anyway, all | did was just rack around thedesof the turn, go for the mike button and say,
'‘Anzac breaking port' - and it never, ever gotlmdause | was hit at the same time.

| got two shells, that I felt, in behind the armeiating of my seat which blew my radios out. And
then one shell that hit me - and it felt like lo\¥n into a brick wall - it was so effective - adurse
it would have been a 37 mm shell.

So | continued to break around to port - that waseaction if you were shot at, you had to break
hard around to port - but you can't break hartiattheight because you are damn near out of
control. So you roll on about twenty degrees ofkoamd start to pull around, hoping to hell that the
next shell won't hit you. But, of course, the nemxé did hit me and it blew my tail off.

The Meteors in front of me just disappeared. At siiage here am I, at about thirty-seven, thirty-
eight thousand feet, snap-rolling to port compjeteit of control. | assessed the situation and
realized that ejection was the only option | hadl gjected the canopy.

The canopy went away clean which left me sittinthenatmosphere at about thirty-seven thousand
feet with an old cloth helmet on. We didn't haveddomes in the Australian Air Force we only
had World War Il goggles, old cloth helmets and \WaVar 1l oxygen masks.
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As the aircraft was snap-rolling to the left | veaitfor the seat to come upright and then | reached
up and grabbed the firing handle above my headlléghthe handle as hard as | could but nothing
happened. The Meteor snapped rolled again but #esenothing | could do to stop it. It then

snap-rolled to an upright a second time. | agalle@uhe firing handle and still nothing happened.

| then realised what the problem was. Being lefteleal | had my pistol under my right arm pit and
my right elbow was hitting the pistol. Also | hadRad Cross pack under my left arm pit and my
left arm was hitting that. As a result | wasn'tlipgl the firing handle down far enough.

So the next time the Meteor snap-rolled up | pushg@lbows out to the side, pulled the handle
down and she worked as advertised. It blew megstraiut of the aircraft and I blacked out for
some seconds.

Anyway, | hit the slipstream but the drogue chuteked and stabilised the seat. The force of the
slipstream ripped the chamois gloves off my haktysoxygen mask was down over my chest; my
goggles were down over my throat. | had to pustthack up in place and felt the oxygen coming
through from the emergency bottle in the seat.cih@ was fairly severe but | didn't have time to
worry about that.

The silence impressed me because everything hagest@s if | had passed into another time zone
there was no noise. No more engine noise, no morireg. | was firing my guns as | went out
because two MiGs had gone past my nose when | wasf oontrol. All | did was squeeze the
trigger and fire at them. The one on the left-hsidé seemed to have a bit of a problem. He dipped
down to his right, but that's the last | saw ohthend the last noise | heard.

When | stabilised in my seat | realised that | ttadet out of my seat harness as quickly as | could
because even at that height | started to thinkioigl. | thought, well, I'm going to get

through this because if there is a westerly omgeaterly blowing it could take me out to sea. That
was my hope.

So | undid the seat lock, kicked the seat away imerand pulled the rip cord. My chute opened
and there | was, sitting about seven miles abawednth in complete silence. The Irvin chute did
its job perfectly. I think they weren't supposeavirk at that height but this one worked like a
dream. So | was able to collect myself and gathethoughts.

I'd lost both pockets off my flying suit which was.942 summer issue flying suit and this was
1951 in Korea. | had a few rations, and socks aimgj$ in the knee pocket but the force had just
taken both pockets off my old flying suit.

| was that high and | could see both coasts of &ok¢ this time | got a bit of a shock because |
looked down between my legs and saw another pamadhilidn't realise at the time but it was the
drogue shoot on my ejection seat. It was disappgaelow my legs and | thought, oh, some poor
other buggers been shot as well.

Anyway, it took twenty-eight minutes to come downwas a long, cold ride. My oxygen bottle
lasted to about twenty-three thousand feet.

W/C Llewelyn- What were your thoughts on the way down?
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S/Ld Guthrie- Well, I had plenty of time to think because, yamow, that's quite a while to be
sitting there. | was quite taken with the looklwd earth. | hadn't heard of anybody who had sat up
at that height before and was able to look at élviny.

Normally, when you are flying at that height younticnave time to look from one horizon to the
other horizon and take in all the features. It watear blue sky day. Had there been cloud cover or
something to go through, it might have helped noabse | may not have been seen from the
ground as early as | was. But a white parachutergpdown from about thirty-six or thirty-five
thousand feet stands out like you know what.

WI/C Llewelyn- So on the way down it was a bit of a surreakexgmce?

S/Ld Guthrie- Oh, most certainly. | even kidded myself thedlild see the curvature of the earth
but I think that was a bit far-fetched. But stillall, it was an impressive sight.

W/C Llewelyn- So the danger you were facing, that you knewwere facing, sort of got
detached for a period of time?

S/Ld Guthrie- Oh, yes, you sort of live apart well, | suppasdiving for the moment. | knew
what was down there. | thought, well I'm going éodead in half an hour, or as long as it takes me
to come down, and that will be it.

| later did an article for the Caterpillar ClubEmgland and they said that my ejection was the
highest emergency bail out using an Irvin chuteoimbat. | think that my record still stands.

WI/C Llewelyn- What was your preparation as you were comirg land?

S/Ld Guthrie- Well | was taken by surprise a bit becausedbketen, fifteen thousand feet went
very fast. Things started to happen in a hurry. kiMhstarted to come down | couldn't see towns, or
villages, roads, railways, or anything like thatit Bhings started to open up as | got to twenty
thousand feet, thereabouts, or a bit lower dowenTtcould start to make out mountain ranges,
and road, and the coastline, and everything etsmultl see that | wasn't going to go out to sea |
was going to land inland much to my dismay. Theas mo wind and | came down in a paddy field
about twenty-five miles from the coast.

The last ten thousand feet went past very rapiaiythe last two or three thousand feet, | could
hear this - snap! snap! snap! (sound) - going pdgin't wake up what it was for a while until |
looked up and | saw holes in the parachute cariapglised that somebody on the ground was
shooting at me.

So | started to swing on the parachute strapsttmyggelf oscillating so that | would be a more
difficult target. But as | swung in my chute, urtorately, the chute split which frightened the
daylights out of me because it took a while forchate to re-stabilise.

But the bullets certainly woke me up to what waging | came down in a valley, into a rice
paddy and landed between two Korean girl worketsrothe paddy. | must have frightened the
daylights out of them because all of a sudden, s strange-looking beast, landing between
them, and then a parachute folding down over us all
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They were startled and they took off for a minutd then they saw me standing up. As | wasn't
threatening them they walked towards me. One tack ef my hands and said, 'Ruskie, Dah', and
| said, 'Dah, Ruskie'. | then started to undo nmaglaute and they started to lead me off.

But then bullets started flying and there weredlpatrols coming in, two from the top of the valley
and one from the bottom. | got down behind the pdigddl wall and the two girls took off like
rabbits. | didn't see them again.

| got out of my chute and lay behind the paddy whktinly had a six-shot Smith and Wesson and
thought I'll save one till last. | was shootingla fellows coming down the valley when a bloke
rushed up behind me and snatched the pistol ouydfand. He ran off up towards the others,
firing it in the air.

| think that saved my life. After | was captureéyhad the pistol on the table in front of me wthi
ten minutes of starting to question me.

W/C Llewelyn- Did you ever think of taking your own life?

S/Ld Guthrie- Well, as | say, | was going to keep one in thansber but that was only if they had
stood off and kept up the fire. | wouldn't have hagth chance. To have a pistol on your hip, or in
your pocket, is just a morale booster.

WI/C Llewelyn- So what was the process after you were captured?
S/Ld Guthrie- Well, they stood me up and stripped me downyainderpants.
W/C Llewelyn- Did they put you in a cell somewhere?

S/Ld Guthrie- First of all, they wired me, they pulled my harmehind me and put a loop round
my neck. They then pulled my arms up behind my biaestas wired up properly trust up like a
chook.

They then marched me off up the valley to a bonthedillage. It's very embarrassing to be taken
by your enemy to places that's been bombed byowuaraircraft. They put me into the local gaol.
The goal was a packing crate bolted to one of thesvthat were still standing in what would have
been the local gaol. But it had certainly beendlad. They had this box bolted to a wall with a
very small door at one end. They opened the dabpashed me into the box. They kept me there
for, oh, about four hours, | suppose, before magchie up the valley to a village that | later
discovered was called Kusong.

There they took me to an underground gaol througin@el dug into the side of a hill. It was as
black as the inside of a cow inside the tunnel. fliheel was T-shaped. In the centre of the T was
a table with one solitary light bulb. A guard wésrgy at the table. He checked prisoners in and
out. | was taken in to him and he put me in tdfittsé cell, on the right.

As | said the gaol was dug out of the hill. The édphe gaol cell was solid rock which curved
down to the floor at the back of the gaol. They thaslbig frame, made out of pine, to keep the
prisoners inside the gaol. There was a small dothra frame. They pushed me through the small
door and locked the cell.
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As soon as | was put in the cell | could feel thate was somebody else in there with me. | sat
quietly by the door until I got my night vision. \&h | did | could pick out a couple of shapes at the
back of the cell. It turned out there were two kKarevomen in there. They were in for stealing or
something. They were my cell mates for the nextdays. So that's where | stayed until | was
taken out for later transhipment.

NEXT NEWSLETTER

The next newsletter will be the Spring 2010 edititenned for distribution at the end of July
2010.
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